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Literacy Vocabulary Cheat Sheet 

Name Definition Example 
Phonics Understanding of the relationship 

between sounds (phonemes) and 
letter symbols (graphemes). 

“cat” contains 3 sounds and 
is spelled using the symbols 
/c//a//t/ 

Phonological 
Awareness  

Understanding that words and 
sentences contain units of sounds 
(auditory only). 

Rhymes, syllables, words in 
sentences, alliteration, etc.  

Phonemic 
Awareness 

A subset of phonological awareness 
that focuses only on individual sounds 
within words 
(auditory only). 

“play” contains 3 sounds  
 
/p//l//a/ 

Phoneme The smallest unit of sound in a word. “fish” contains 3 phonemes 
/f//i//sh/ 

Grapheme The written symbol that represents a 
phoneme (single letter or digraph).  

“chat” has 3 phonemes but 
4 graphemes  
/ch/  /a/  t/ 

Digraph Two letters together that create one 
sound. 

sh   th   ch   ph 

Decode Ability to blend sounds together to 
read sound patterns and words. 

Blend the sounds 
/d//o//g/ = “dog” 

Encode Ability to write words based off 
sounds and sound patterns. 

Bath – tap and write 3 
sounds /b//a//th/ 
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Name Definition Example 
Alphabetic 
Knowledge 

Understanding that each letter has a 
name and letters relate to sounds.   

That is a letter Aa.  Aa 
represents the “aaa” sound. 

Fluency Ability to read words smoothly with 
proper speed, accuracy, & expression 

Child reads, “Look at that 
fish!”  easily and excitedly. 

Orthographic 
Mapping 

Ability to read from sight, spell from 
memory, and understand vocabulary 
in print 

I can read cat.  Cat is spelled 
/c//a//t/ and represents a 
small furry animal.   

Rhyme Words that end with the same sounds. cat, bat     you, shoe 
Alliteration Words that have the same beginning 

sound. 
Silly Sally sees the sea! 
 

Sentence 
segmentation 

Ability to separate each word in a 
sentence. 

I  -  see  -   a  -  cat. 

Syllable The parts of a word that contain a 
single vowel sound. 

ti – ger       ba - na – na 
 

Onset The initial sound(s) at the beginning of 
the word that come before the vowel. 

c  -  at     f -  ish    cl  - ock      

Rime The set of sounds that follow the 
onset. 

c  -  at     f -  ish    cl  - ock      

Phoneme 
Blending 

Verbally blending individual sounds 
(phonemes) together to form a word. 

Blend sounds /f/ /i//sh/ to 
create - fish 

Phoneme 
Segmentation 

Verbally separating the individual 
sounds (phonemes) in a word. 

Play: separate sounds to 
make - /p//l//a/ 

Phoneme 
Manipulations 

Verbally changing sounds (phonemes) 
in a word to form a new word. 

Rat: change /r/ to /s/ = sat 
Fun: change /u/ to /i/ = fin 
 

 


